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Experience

Founder & CEO/CTO, Copresence Feb 2022 – Present
• Building a system that turns smartphone scans into realistic 3D avatars
• Leading computer vision research and product development
• Driving fundraising, talent acquisition and partnership management

Doctoral Researcher, Visual Learning Lab, Heidelberg University Feb 2019 – Jan 2022
• Thesis: Deep Learning-Based Depth Estimation from Light Fields
• Supervisor: Carsten Rother

Education

Ph.D. - Computer Science, Heidelberg University Feb 2019 – Jul 2024
M.Sc. - Computer Science, Dresden Technical University Oct 2016 – Nov 2018
B.Sc. - Computer Science, Dresden Technical University Oct 2013 – Sep 2016

Skills

• Technical leadership: research roadmapping and holistic technical architecture design
• Cross-functional leadership: managing a multidisciplinary research, product, and business team
• Applied vision research: application-oriented deep learning in computer vision
• Multi-view data acquisition: light-field video capture, calibration, and processing
• Synthetic data generation: large-scale synthetic training dataset creation
• Executive leadership: fundraising, investor relations, talent acquisition, and team building

Publications

[1] P.-W. Grassal, L. Hormann, N. Hamlaoui, T. Leistner, and L. Ardizzone, “A mobile scanning solution to
reconstruct strand-based hairstyles,” in SIGGRAPH Talks, 2025.

[2] T. Leistner, Deep Learning-Based Depth Estimation from Light Fields. PhD thesis, 2024.

[3] T. Leistner, R. Mackowiak, L. Ardizzone, U. Köthe, and C. Rother, “Towards multimodal depth estimation from
light fields,” in CVPR, 2022.

[4] P.-W. Grassal, M. Prinzler, T. Leistner, C. Rother, M. Nießner, and J. Thies, “Neural head avatars from
monocular rgb videos,” in CVPR, 2022.

[5] T. Leistner, H. Schilling, R. Mackowiak, S. Gumhold, and C. Rother, “Learning to think outside the box:
Wide-baseline light field depth estimation with epi-shift,” in 3DV, 2019.
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